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TIMEOUT 

A sketch comedy idea by 

Jonathan D. Steinhoff, ©3.22.09 

Two couples are sitting around a dinner table at the end of a meal, Steve and Mary, 
and Carol and Barney. Carol comes in from the kitchen carrying a coffee pot in one 
hand and a tray with pie in the other. 

STEVEN: 

My goodness, Barney, you've got one talented wife there! 

BARNEY: 

Oh, you mean the way she's carrying all them things without dropping 'em? That's 
nothing. 

MARY: 

See that, Carol? You're making me look bad! Ha-ha-ha! 

STEVEN: 

Mary drops everything. I'm surprised she didn't spill her wineglass yet! Ha-ha! 

MARY: 

You'd be in a lot of trouble for that remark, mister - if not for the fact that it's true! Ha-ha- 
ha! 

STEVEN: 

Ha-ha-ha! 

BARNEY: 

Yeah, well, there's something else Carol can do, too. 

STEVEN: 

I think I know where you're going with this, Barney, and thank goodness, that's one 
thing Mary's not too bad at either. 

MARY: 

Thank you, Steve. 

STEVEN: 

You deserve it, Mary. 

BARNEY: 

No, I wasn't - I'm talking about something else. Carol? Carol, isn't it time we told Steve 
and Mary? 

CAROL: 

Oh my God, here we go again. 

BARNEY: 

Carol doesn't like talking about it. But let me tell you, she is absolutely amazing. 

CAROL: 

I give up. Nothing I say sinks into that thick, stupid skull of yours. 
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STEVEN: 

Whoa! Whoa! Wait a minute! Now let's just, what's all this about? 

BARNEY: 

I'll tell you: Carol can travel back and forth in time\ 

STEVEN: 

No! 

MARY: 

You can? 

CAROL: 

I cannot. But Barney here seems to think so. No matter how many times I tell him.... 

STEVEN: 

Barney, what about it? 

BARNEY: 

Carol, you /enow you can. Carol actually proved it to me, she even admitted it. Now she 
says, "uh-uh, no I can't." 

CAROL: 

Alright (heaves a heavy sigh), I'll tell you what happened. 

MARY: 

This is so exciting! 

STEVEN: 

I love this! 

CAROL: 

Barney was drinking beer and watching football. So he falls asleep in front of the 
television. So I say to myself, "I know how to play a good trick on Barney for drinking 
beer and falling asleep in front of the TV while watching football." So I watched the rest 
of the football game, but first I put on the VCR and recorded it. I turned the clocks in the 
house back an hour. So he wakes up, doesn't even realize he fell asleep, and I'm sitting 
there telling him everything that's gonna happen in the football game before it happens! 
'Cause we're watching the tape of it on the VCR! So Barney says to me, "How'd you do 
that?" So I turn all serious, you know, I pretend I'm making this big confession, and I 
say to him, "I did it by traveling back in time!" He passed out a minute later or I woulda 
said I was from Mars too. 

BARNEY: 

You know I never passed out. She just doesn't want anyone to know the truth, d'ya, 
honey? 

CAROL: 

And no matter what I say, or how many times I say it, he just won't believe me. He's 
positive I can travel back in time. Keeps telling me I should go back in time and prevent 
the Lincoln assassination. 

MARY: 

You can travel back in time? 
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CAROL: 

Mary, weren't you listening to what I just said? 

STEVEN: 

Barney, maybe she was just playing a trick on you. 

BARNEY: 

Look, the pretzel bowl! It was just empty and now it's full! Carol must have gone back in 
time and filled it up! 

STEVEN: 

This is incredible! 

CAROL: 

Oh, you! I filled it up, yes, without going back in time. Doesn't anybody remember? 
While Steve and Mary were talking about how long the line was at the liquor store? 
Nobody remembers? (Steve, Barney and Mary look fixedly at Carol. There is a tense 
silence) 

MARY: 

Well it was a pretty long line. 

STEVEN: 

I'll say. It's like everybody suddenly decided to, to get drunk all at the same time! I've 
never seen the liquor store do so much business. 

BARNEY: 

Maybe there's some big holiday coming. Does anybody know if there's a big holiday 
coming? 

CAROL: 

It's not gonna be the 4"^ of July for a while. 

MARY: 

Carol, this pie is absolutely delicious! Did you caramelize the walnuts or... . 

CAROL: 

I'll tell you my secret recipe, but then I'll have to shoot you! 

(All laugh, and continue discussing anything.) 

THE END 



